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How did you two meet?
MF: Let’s see, this is going to be fun. 

We met at fifth grade, in Birch 
Lane, most likely because I hit 
her in the head with a ball. Like I 
just did now actually.

Have you guys stayed best 
friends since you’ve met?

MF: Yeah, we never actually 
had a fight. Though the 

one time we did, it was 
kind of a misunder-
standing, so we kind 

of made up in like five 
minutes. Like a “what just 
happened there kind of 
thing,” you know.

How do you spend 
your time together?
MF: Robyn, you can 
answer that. I feel like 
I’ve been talking too 
much
RF: Other than 
track and cross 
country, some-
times I go over to 

her house, and 
we just hang out 
there.
MF: Oh making 
movies.

RF: That too.
MF: And we like to 

sing a lot too; that’s 
fun
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Why do you two make good friends?
MF: I guess we’re really alike, except I’m a 
bit more hyper, and she’s a bit more clum-
sy-ish, so it kind of just mixed in you know?

How is it going to different schools?
RF: It’s definitely tougher, but doing the 
same sports definitely helps a lot, and we 
still somewhat find time for each other.
MF: I know that ever since we’ve met, we’ve 
went to school together, except for half a 
year we were apart in middle school. It’s 
always really hard without her because. Like 
I said before, she really knows how to have a 
lot of fun, stick up for people and just be an 
all around great person. And I know that at 
school I have a bit of hard time being social. 
I’m actually quite shy despite my hyper ap-
pearance. It’s just not as fun without her. We 
just talk, text, help each other out when we 
can help each other out, and I think that’s 
really all that counts.
RF: Last year we grew apart a bit, but this 
year it seems like we’ve grown even...
MF & RF: ...closer than before.
MF: Yeah, exactly.

What would you say is your favorite thing 
about each other?
RF: One thing I can say is she is always there 
for me, no matter what time. I remember 
one night I was coming home from my 
grandmother’s house, and I was really upset. 
I think I texted you?
MF: Yeah you texted me about not having 
such a good day, and I called you immedi-
ately and just tried to make you feel better.
RF: Also there was one day that nothing 

was going right, and after school when I was 
coming home from the library, she came to 
me with a bag with a bear and a card that 
she had made and some candy.
MF: I think what I like about Robyn is her 
ability to be really ... I don’t know how to 
explain it. It’s just an amazing ability to be 
really fun. I mean she’s amazing at a lot of 
things. I think her ability to try really hard 
at anything and put her whole heart into 
things, which includes our friendship. She’s 
just such an amazing person that way.

Do you guys have plans for the future 
together?
MF: Oh I have one! One thing we do want 
to do together when we’re older even if we’re 
living in different states is have Thanks-
giving dinner either at my house, Robyn’s 
house or our other friend Ashley’s house. 
Although Ashley didn’t really volunteer her 
house, but I’m sure it will be a lot of fun 
because Robyn wants to be a school teacher, 
and she’ll have a lot of cool stories about 
kids, the things she does, and I just think 
having Thanksgiving together every year 
would just be kind of a nice thing to do.

Why do you appreciate each others friend-
ship?
MF: I think having friends is a really good 
thing not just inside but all around because 
friends can be there for you; they’re really 
good to talk things out with.
RF: Making friends is definitely one of the 
best things you can do. If you’re the kind of 
person who’s never been close to anyone, 
and then a friend comes along, it changes 
your whole outlook on life. It turns you into 
a person you’d actually want to be. 
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Robyn Fields is a junior at DHS, and Mikayla Finver is a junior at Davinci High School. Despite going to different schools, Fields and Mikayla have been best 
friends since the fifth grade. They enjoy hanging out with each other and running on the high school track team together. 

to burst out of the Davis bubble, UC Davis 
freshman Rika Fields describes UCD as a 
bubble within the Davis bubble. “Davis al-
ways thinks of UC Davis students as a major 
part of our community. UC Davis students 
don’t think the rest of Davis even exists,” 
Fields said.

Having grown up in Davis and graduated 
from DHS, Fields did not want to stay in Da-
vis at first. “I knew for a long time that Davis 
would be the perfect school for me if it wasn’t 
in Davis,” she said. “I just didn’t want to go 
to school in the same town that I grew up in, 
which is why I actually refused to apply until 
my parents made me.”

Like Fields, DHS senior Heather Johnson 
knew UCD would be a perfect fit. “A lot of 
my coaches and family have always told me 
that they’ve always seen me going to UCD,” 
she said.

But unlike Fields, Johnson always wanted 
to stay close to home for college. “I’m not 
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As seniors open admission letters from 
colleges, they must eventually decide wheth-
er to go far away or stay close to home. How-
ever, current students at nearby colleges ad-
vise seniors not to let location be the ultimate 
deciding factor.

Cindy Leung, a freshman at Sacramen-
to City College, made the decision to stay 
close to home to save money at community 
college, from which she plans to transfer to 
a four-year college. “Staying in Davis is ba-
sically staying in a protective bubble,” Leung 
said. “Not much adventure goes on.”

Although she regrets not going far away 
to explore and have the full “college expe-
rience,” Leung is thankful that she does not 
have to worry about food, rent or transpor-
tation.

While many current seniors are looking 

Colleges close to home

Junior Tabby Malik had 
a less than pleasant day this 
month.  It started with tun-
nel vision during his first 
period English class and 
quickly progressed to the 
last thing he remembered, 
which was his classmate 
Walter Bolle catching him as 
he fell when he got up to go 
to the nurse.  

Malik has a seizure disor-
der, a condition that he has to 
keep constantly monitered, 
and he is not alone. 

Senior Christy Sangpolsit 
was diagnosed with diabetes 
when she was 8 years old, 
and the disease has been 
“forcing [her] to grow up 
more and become more re-
sponsible” ever since.  

Having type 2 diabetes 
hasn’t affected Sangpolsit’s 
grades much, but she feels 
that is has affected her social 
life because many friends 
don’t like to see the needles 
she uses five times a day to 
administer her medicine.  

“Sometimes it is hard be-
cause most of my friends or 

classmates cannot handle 
needles, so during class or 
during lunch, I have to find 
another time to administer 
medicine,” Sangpolsit said. 
Luckily, her closest friends 
have “learned to deal with it 
because it’s for [her] health 
and well being.”

DHS nurse Rhona Youtsey 
is concerned for the men-
tal and emotional health of 
students with medical con-
ditions because she some-
times sees them become self 
conscious because of their 
condition. 

“My peers were all really 
worried, and they told me 
afterward that they were 
scared...I was scared too 
because it felt really weird,” 
Malik said.

There are 11 DHS stu-
dents with known seizure 
disorders and eight with se-
rious diabetes.  According to 
Youtsey, these students have 
to keep special track of their 
health, medicine and how 
they’re feeling.  

“Most diabetics we have 
have had it since elementary 
school, so they know what to 
do,” Youtsey said.
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Students get the degree without leaving the nest
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However, Youtsey still 
must teach secretaries along 
with supervisors how to 
administer glucagon shots 
if need be.  She also makes 
medical plans with each 
student and all of his or her 
teachers to ensure safety at 
all times if a student’s blood 
sugar is dipping or an epilep-
tic is feeling a seizure com-
ing on.

These kinds of precautions 
have proven to be very im-
portant, especially in cases 
like Malik’s, when everyone 
in the classroom was afraid 
for him and didn’t know 
what to do.

“Even my teacher (Carrin-
Pilon) seemed really scared 
for me,” Malik said.

Diabetics have to keep a 
steady track of their carbo-
hydrates intake and must 
make sure to not skip meals 
and take medicine.  It is often 
hard for diabetics to concen-
trate in class if their blood 
sugar is too low or high.  

“[The hardest part] is re-
membering to administer 
medicine or pay attention to 
how I feel,” Sangpolsit said.

all about leaving your hometown and never 
coming back,” Johnson said. “This is where I 
grew up, and I still want to remember that.”

Johnson committed to UCD for water polo 
and said that she knew the coaches well and 
loved the girls on the team. However, loca-
tion also played a major role when she was 
deciding between colleges. “I knew that if 
I went too far away, seeing my friends and 
family would be difficult,” Johnson said. 

The main reason Fields decided on UCD 
was to pursue an agriculture-related major. 
Although Fields is happy that she decided to 
stay close to home and enjoys the fact that 
she knows the town well, she believes she 
would have had fun exploring a new city.

However, Fields said, “I tried to make it 
feel like I was leaving home for college as 
much as possible. The only difference if I had 
gone far away for school is that it would have 
been less convenient.”

Fields only has to bike 25 minutes to get 
from her dorm to her parents’ house, where 
she has her closet, car and other luxuries at 
her disposal. “When I was packing for col-
lege, it was such a nonevent,” Fields said, be-
cause she could return home in the case that 
she forgot something.

For UCD junior and Da Vinci alumnus 
Carly Gohring, having family close by meant 

she was never homesick or lonely. “I’m defi-
nitely a homebody, and I appreciate the fact 
that my family is there when I need them, 
and yet I have my own life,” she said. “It’s re-
ally nice when I’m feeling down or when I 
miss my dogs because I can just pop on over 
really quick.”

However, having family and her boyfriend 
by her side also stunted her social growth 
and prevented her from forming a close so-
cial circle at first. “I’m still working on not 
using my family as a crutch,” Gohring said.

“If you are worried about getting home-
sick or lonely, make sure to take that into ac-
count,” Fields said. “But if you know you can 
handle that or think you probably can handle 
it, then go away unless there’s a really good 
reason to stay.”

Gohring applied to various schools in the 
Midwest, thinking that she would not enjoy 
a college experience close to home. However, 
touring the UCD campus helped her to see it 
in a different light.

Although personal preference for location 
is an important deciding factor, keep an open 
mind, Gohring advised. “Pick the program 
and the school that will be the best fit, and 
not so much whether it is going to be close or 
far away,” Gohring said. “Will you enjoy that 
for four years?”

Before giving herself a shot of insulin, senior Christy Sangpolsit pricks her finger in the 
library to measure her blood sugar. Sangpolsit is used to a range of reactions when she 
does this, from people cringing the minute she pulls out the needle to even asking her 
to watch. 

Students deal with medical 
conditions while at school


